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Sir: 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEM ARK OFFICE 
Nancy A. Noble, et al. 

09/869,820 Examiner: SeanMcGany 

J$ily5, 2001 Group Art Unit: 1635 

METHODS FOR TREATING CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE ACCUMULATION OF EXCESS EXTRACELLULAR 
MATRIX 

55 S. Lake Avenue, Suite 710 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
March 26, 2003 

Honorable Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

RESPONSE TO THE OFFICE ACTION 
DATED FEBRUARY 26. 2003 

This paper is being submitted in response to an Office Action dated February 26, 2003 ("the 
Office Action"), issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, in connection with the 
above-identified application. A response to the Office Action is due today, March 26, 2003. 
Accordingly, this response is being timely filed. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-55 are pending. The Office required restriction of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 121 
and 372 . 



Applicants 
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Filed 
For 



Applicants' Elections 

As required under 37 CFR 1.499, Applicants elect, with traverse , the invention of Group l % 
Claims 1-31 and 55. 



